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XllitB Rlng'.i popularity is steadily on the fie«» 
ollae ami aladiouticn night bectu® & nsoosslty offlsoy 

the war® 








Intelligence received In recent days has thrown « a ms 
light: on the present position of King jhaopold os well as on the 
entire monarchical problem in Belgium.. A study of late reports 
dearly indicated that the King's popularity and prestige are 
stosdllly on tin deulimu fh» adrsnoo of Allied military opera- 
tions, aarsryin; t'iv.h it the possibility of an early liberation 
of tho oooupietf. country, is oloae.ly connected frith the change 
is popular 1 sentiment* 

Khca the Belgian Army surrendered, the people wtw oca” 
'rinced that the war was lout. They decided, therefore., to adopt 
«in attitude which would enable than to noire the boat of a bad 
idtuailon* This gaaera.l sentiment: aooorclud perfootly with the 
ling’ a decision. to reswin in the country ns a prisoner of war* 

At the tiuu, it «««iwd to the Belgians tint Leopold had done the 
natural, advisable iihin^. His action was interpreted by the 
dwwitrjr as an euumipls of self sosrlf ioe t it oonatitutod, in fact, 
tike mold. roint d’acnui of the paoplo* In tho first months of 
tit* ooarupaiidn lijjcg Leopold thus biiomao the nation's rallying 
point. 

The intensification of Gorman occupation measures, e.B 
wall an ths growing itlliod military operations* finally influenced 
fth<» opinion off ths people., Resistance nmroraetris started their 
iwhititilei* sad hulpeil the people to obtain a olaaror conception 
of the unfavorable position held by their prisoner King. At this 
eruolnl raonsub, ■'.Am the people began oooaciomly reviewi ng the 
entire internal situation, the anaoiincsramt of the second narrlagu 
of lCtng Leopold ins aids tuid undoubtedly greatly affeoted his 
pesilbion* Jfarthiirsore, tho mug's upparont tndifferenoe toward 
tie fate of tboui aad* ef 'Hope cried workern infuriated the lower 
elauues, who until then JuMt been ajacng hie iao*fc ardent admirer a. 
Has weak protest mule by ll*»cpi>Id at a late date did not alter the 
is pier si ja left by Itin earlier passive attitude. At the same 
tiasi tho higher uollltioal eiirolea voiced their oonoem over the 
influential position held ty i. number of close advisers of thn 
King whose political ideala axwl cnbitiojni irere rightly considered 
an ea.tr caaly dangnir-sus to a dencorabllo ooiurtitutiosnl monarchy. 
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Jt wjjo realised that the- King oould net control the ideological 
opinions of hi« adrtsern,, but. It wren belle-rad that ho oould huro 
taiceu & olenr stand by lnidebing on tbs resignation of a it ember 
of the -meet objectionable of than. Hi* trip to Borohheagsdun 
-era*; also looked syissi as am unadiplaniitifi; more. ltd* combination 
of «mtt bed root. an inf lufiaee on tiav jtopl? that they hj.ro b»» 
gt*u to doubt ‘aJutiiar Leopold oaa oowanud the nations' a full eon- 
fidsnoe aftas the, war so as to b« atlt* to roiiasa the duties of a 
o cnirbituticsel miKiarch. It ia aron qunstioiniuble whether :jxy ao- 
tleas towlsrtalaen aia* in am effort to rrsios bin prestige and popu- 
larity oouSid be ilffi.eaciMiaira It in to bo orpectod that the Bal- 
IjUiie will -rlew any snob, action aa oowfarab’.s to tho efforts xadc 
of l*>to by a numbs? of parsons who we now adopt iisg for the first 
ti»» since the is.rnsicu a stronger stand ageinat bho ocoispying 
iwfehorities, 

A etvuly of Stag heopold'ei pro sent position raises im~ 
Mediately tiio question. of abdication. Thoujh known as an asabl- 
-MLwsia periims* it should bit reuenbosi-od that Leopold, who hue a *d« 
ss’Kiral waaepeoted d*olais:as, night even abdicate, of his own fr.jo 
•wi-'ll. Koreans, r, it is possibl# that the Bolgion-H night insist 
on the abdication of SSjig Leopold.. In both oaeeii the quo u tier; 
cf ecooojiaioa baa to bo iiolred. • Leopold' o only toother ,, Prince 
Cbarloa, ill mat eensidoriid fit is. take over the heavy rsapons'i- 
bility ed‘ hasting tho state., PrJjiua Baudouln, the nine year old 
Jwiir to idwi thnsne, uould only reign under a Hcjjeney until tb® 
tins «f ]jJjk majority. It is doubtful whether there io any per- 
both poeameuing both the qualities and the popularity nooosnarjr 
t» ananas tin* position of Kagont,, 

T.t in belie ml that the officiate of the govumaBeufe 
in oxl).*, agree with the people in oocupied Balfjiua that a o sat in- 
flation of a status of constitutional moaeirohy in aeaectial to the 
twlfsffo off lib® oonntfy« Tho republioaa roatlaisnt, present in 
nos® ■RaClltxm: eiroles,, dices not appeal to the people at, large* 
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In response to your request of October 20 
1 m attaching hereto a copy of tb.e memorandum 
from Mr. David Pinkney o^ing Leopold's Myx*^ 
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SECRET 


R&Jl LONDON 
22.9,, 43 


SUBJECT % Notes on paraoma at present In the entourage of 
King Leopold of Belgium 

SOURCE* Belgian source through 3,0., London. 

DATES ji 21 September 1943,, 


QUEKH ELISABETH 

Much maligned by the French before Belgium's entry into the var - 
was (accused of being strongly pro-German. There Is no evidence 
to aerroborate this accusation. She has in all circumstances shown 
a great patriotic spirit, and although Queen Astrld became 
extremely popular. Quo on Elizabeth remained idolized by the soldiers 
of the last war, who x-omeuberec. her untiring devotion to them. 

She iiaa always shown great Interest In social enterprises and all 
possibilities of the people's welfare wore of interest to her. 

Sh© jpraatly enoouraged. all enterprises which opened new prospects 
to the lower classes on the way of science enr- the arts, 

¥A« OVER ESTKAETEN 

Author! tifiriian tendanoieg; considered as having exercised a strong 
inf 1'iMmon on the King. It la considered he held a theory of Belgium 
foroLgn policy which was no); in keeping with the Government's views. 

, if ter Belgium's surrender he was of opinion that, the war was over 
as far a a his country was concerned and that to make the best of a 
bad Job the only possibility was that of collaboration with the 
Germans and to recognise the fact of Germany's supremacy In Europe. 
In home politics he vras known to be in .favour of a very strong 
concentration of power in the King's hands, with a Government of 
military administrators. He had a small following among young 
rightists • Eta was, however, not. in sympathy with the Rexlats. 

KUKMS WIPE 

% haw? education inclined to sympathy towards England. She belongs 
to u fMmily of very modest origin end will not be very readily 
accepted by the Belgian nobility. By the force of circumstances 
she will be pro-deai ocratioally Inclined. 

VliSCjDME B JACQUES DAYIGNOM 

Van Jkniaiaeador in Berlin in 1940 when the war broke out. 

He was Always convinced of the German danger, but hoped that a 
careful policy might have kept Belgium out of the war. If war was 
to cioana he saw no other way than a fierctl resistance. Held in 
hig|h © Jteem by the King, he wa;i often consulted by him in pre-war 
da JF!II» After the oollapue of Prance, he believed England would go 

rtr*r*r ^ 
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the same way. But ho is not amtl-Brltlsh. Hla ambition was to bo 
Anbasmador in London and but for the war he would most ce>rtainly 
have boon. He is a man of hied moral standard and a gresit loyalty. 
Agent of si policy which has failed he haa been among thou® who 
believed the only salvation for the country was in collaboration . 

But he hair no sympathy for the Germans. Many people, however, 
consider him wrongly, as responsible for the policy of independence 
and neutrality. 

H BKRI IDE MA H 

Baa discredited himself completely Eind is considered by most people 
ub a traitor. Already before the war hi si short popularity, duo 
to the formulating of a "Hew Deal" policy, had been outlived. 

H BNRI B &EIL3 

Several times Christian Democrat, Minister in pre-war years. Is 
a man without smy political influence or backing. Ho Is a 
political gambler who, at father-in-law to the King must conaider 
hi, a political career ended. As Governor of the Province of Bruges, 
where his absence muds Mrs unpopuls.r, he b as already loft, parlia- 
mentary lifs. 

B lIBCg C APEL LB 

Iw ccaiaiderad to have been since the invaaiion on.® of the worst 
counselors of the King. He appears to have been entirely favourable 
t.0 collaboration with the Germans, on the coneMeration that there 
wms nu. other salvation for Belgium,, as the French and British 
guarantors laadt failed to substantiate their pledges in any successful 
way , 

ALBERT BKVE BJB 

Liberal atafcejiman who hud always been pro-French and anti-Gorman. 

After fcto® defeat, he was of opinion that reconstruction was 
aeoffiSBax'y and made tentative moves of conciliation with the Germans. 
‘Khe grositoBt service was rendered to him toy the Re.sists, who 
flartouia a«idi him as of Jewish origin, and who recalled that the 
FLamlOiga hate Mm. 

H ATJRI CK I JPggr S 

Flemllib libermlj wealthy banker. He has been very much in the same 
pOBltlon aw Dnvozo. H«, toyed with the idea of forming a new Government 
3ti Bimemola. But he a Mo ira* denounced by the RexiEits as a poll- 
tilciSEi lawyKnis flnhaclul interests and, although Flemish, not 
SieesptaM.e to the more advanced Earnings of German! o tendencies. 
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MYO IT D B TE3MEC0URT 

Chief Justice. A man of high Integrity, profound*^ ifchjind great 
intelllgeiiaoe ; mafia a rapid career In the law court eV — "He net a the 
King’s hast counselor and Informed him fully on hia rights after 
th« ourremder, showing how under the constitution he was in a 
skate of incapacity and could not, without breaking his pledged 
oath, form iti new Government in Brussels), should such a possibility 
error b® oomaiidered. 

COI.» KHM ITSS 

Liaison officer between Laeken Cnatle and the Gorman authroltiee. 

He :La unpopular amongst the people . Rightly or wrongly they 
ansert that he was instrumental In the King's marriage, vrorking . 
oja (Jarman instructions to bring it about in order that, the King’s 
popularity rad. ght be diminished. 

B IIRON Pl i ffiRE van ZUYLEN 

Accepted from the Germans a nomination as Secretary General to 
tin© Ministry of Foreign Affairs, but resigned very soon after when 
realised, that the enemy wished to use him as a tool. His acceptance 
had, inf bon cod several younger men of hia department, but, unhappily 
hie: resignation dlid not havo the same effect. He has stayed in 
contact with the higher officials of his department, but spends 
most of Mu time administering his fortune, anc! living on the 
income of his income.' 

AL BERT g PQ VARD JANSSEN 

Banker and former Finance Minister in a Catholic Government, 
frofeasor ml; the University of Louvain. Has played a great part 
In relief organisations and is one of the confidants of Cardinal 
Fan Roayo. No cut star, ding political liability, but excellent, 
i'inmnci'Bl eitpert, who worked on the restoration of Austrian 
financeil' after the last war and is well known in the financial 
circles of the League of Nations. 

i poAHD i >e britoe 

Catholic Fleming, Professor at the Uj.i 1 varsity of Ghent, und. Senator. 
4Sn® cf the soundest political elements - with great influence and 
•itemrawndlnj; respect . Will cert, a. inly be one of the Catholic leaders 
«f the country. 


TONY BJBftBMM? 

'Bfi'Iomgmfi :Lii his University deiys (1924) to the more extreme Flemish 
itunvemiERat . Sinew that time, however, he has taken a more sober 
political lime and appears to be a man whoso influence in the Flemish 
part of the country will be considerable. His attitude is entirely 
patriotic., * 
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